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phates resulting from the escape of SOg or H2S or both, are also
common and are thought to have about the same significance as
sulphur in the soil.
Asphalt in the soil has usually been taken to be an indication
of oil seepage, and hence to point to conditions favorable for
accumulation. Since escaping oil can move long distances
laterally, it must be borne in mind that not always, by any
means, will the point of maximum accumulation be direclty
beneath the seepage, so that the drilling of seepage areas has
often lead to disappointing results. Nevertheless, it is an indica-
tion not to be overlooked. In the Coastal Plain, it is said that
asphaltic sea-wax1 has been known to have been thrown up by
the waves; but this must not be confused with asphaltic soils
related to true oil seepage.
"Paraffin dirt77 has frequently been cited as an indication of
oil. Formerly believed to be a true paraffin derived from oil
seepage, this substance is now believed to contain little or no
true paraffin, but to be a form of peat, or humus, limited to soils
where gas seepage has prevented more perfect decay of the or-
ganic soil constituents.2
If it is true, as has been suggested, that methane (marsh gas)
may result in the formation of so-called paraffin dirt in soils, then
such occurrences could no longer be considered to point with
certainty to oil accumulation and seepage. The entire subject
is one of very recent interest and still open to various interpreta-
tions. The fact may be that while "paraffin dirt'7 is genetically
connected with true natural gas seeps from salt domes in some
cases, in others it may result from seepage of recently formed
marsh gas and have no significance. Its discovery, however,
should at once excite suspicion and lead to a very close scrutiny
of the areas in question.
1 MATTESON, W. G., Principles and problems of oil prospecting in the Gulf
Coast Country, Butt. A. I. M. B., No. 134, p. 444, 1918.
2 BEOKAW, A. D., An interpretation of the so-called paraffin dirt of the
Gulf Coast Oil Fields, Bull A. I. M. E., No. 136, April, 1918, p. 947.   See
also discussion of this paper in Nos. 139 and 140.